yCedp

wright County
Economic Development Partnership
Partnering for Opportunities

Annual
Report



Letter From the 2025 Chair,

Patrick Baumgard, Premier Bank

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Aenean iaculis, dolor vitae
auctor sollicitudin, sapien erat blandit diam, eu dignissim mi tortor malesuada nisl. Duis
porttitor vehicula leo. Vestibulum arcu quam, sagittis non arcu sit amet, porta maximus

nulla.
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Letter From the Director,

Missy Meidinger, Executive Director

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Aenean iaculis, dolor vitae

auctor sollicitudin, sapien erat blandit diam, eu dignissim mi tortor malesuada nisl. Duis
porttitor vehicula leo. Vestibulum arcu quam, sagittis non arcu sit amet, porta maximus
nulla.




Value & Support Our Mission

To support a healthy and diverse environment for

Statement: What is it businesses and residents that provides employment

opportunities and enhances the overall economic vitality of

That The Parnership QU eciig

Does? WCEDP fulfills its mission by providing technical and
financial assistance to businesses in Wright County and
those looking to locate in Wright County. The Partnership
also provides economic development assistance to the 16

17 AT [ W _ communities. WCEDP is a non-profit corporation financially
Vil : supported by local community governments, the county,
A U, i LA E and area businesses dedicated to supporting and creating
37 NE S ieaad | a sustainable economic profile in Wright County. We
Dowe Y e — maintain a powerful and resourceful website at
v SR EE  www.wrightpartnership.org.
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5 Y We Fulfill Our Mission Working

Lt b Alongside Our Partners
“= B o.  Through These Key Areas:
' -P‘E';Jr '-'Jll:"_f.: e Business Development
'.._ 1*1' e Site Selection and Promotion
£t * Marketing the County

e Financial Packaging (Administer Wright

e County Enterprise Loan Fund)

e Liaison with Regional & State Organizations
* Business Consulting

e Capacity Building Seminars/Workshops

e Workforce Pathways

e CEO

Direct Networking

2025 Financial Summary

Wright County communities and
businesses are prepared for growth!
We invite you to explore the opportunity

of wakking\togetherwith s 1o furtHEESESE W public accounting firm Schlenner Wenner & Co.
our impact! .

prepares WCEDP’s annual tax filings.



Annual Events & Fundraisers

Annual Meeting

This annual January event is free for members and
features a hosted breakfast along with an engaging
keynote speaker. During the program, we nominate
the upcoming vyear's Board of Directors slate,
recognize our Member Investors, and reflect on
highlights from the past year. We also honor
outstanding individuals and organizations with awards
in the following categories: Outstanding Start-Up
Entrepreneur, High Economic Vitality Business,
Outstanding Member Investor, and Outstanding
Citizen of the Year.

A special thank you to the Awards Task Force for their
important work in selecting this year’s recipients.

2y Monticello

2025 0M+sfanding Partner,
Ci*g of Monticello
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Wrigh* Counfg, Bo Nelson
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2025 High Vh‘a/i@ Business, 2025 S+ar+-ulp En*relpreneur,
Functional Industries AVA

Legislative Update

In 2025 we continued to host the legislative update in
partnership with the Buffalo Area Chamber of
Commerce and Tourism Bureau.

Annual Golf Event

The 23rd Annual WCEDP Golf Event in 2025
was another success, with a great turnout and
high spirits—even a little rain couldn’t stop the
fun. Thank you to our Premier Sponsor,
Sherburne Bank, along with our volunteers,
golfers, and Golf Task Force for making the
2025 event such a success.

We are excited to announce our 2026 Premier

Sponsor, Guardian Angels!

PFML Event

Over 200 attendees participated in the
October 1st MN Paid Leave training in Buffalo
through a partnership of MN DEED, WCEDP,
the Buffalo Area Chamber of Commerce &
Tourism Bureau, and area Chambers.

Holiday Social
The Holiday Networking Social strengthened
connections among Wright County’s business
and community leaders. Save the date for
December 10th, 2026 at the St. Michael

Cinema for this great annual event partnered
with CRS.



Our Local Communities
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BUSINESS CONNECTIONS

Our Collaborating Partners

Initiative SR % e
FOUNDATION SBDC CMm COUNCI.L_E
I\/?:rELrJ?‘a’c\gU:‘gfsztsiouatlon NONPROFITS
CMRL e GREATER >MSP
ENJH(N»\IIH.\U\‘I PartnerShip
I COUNCIL
Minnesota Association ofProfesgoumy Economic Developers FOR THE LIFE OF YOUR BUSINESS

Economic Development
Association of Minnesota




Our Collaborating Partners
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Cedp Valued Partner Benefits of
| —— Wright County Economlp
eonemie peer e Development Partnership

I roviding site promotion, marketing and location availability.

A ccess to business development, entrepreneurial support, and financial
resources.

etaining valuable existing workforce talent and employers.

N etworking and marketing Wright County to build a healthy economy.

E vents offering valuable information on relevant topics.

I echnical expertise for business expansions and relocations.

ecruiting and attracting new opportunities for a higher quality of life.

As a WCEDP Partner, your organization will be
featured in our online Partner Directory,
including a direct link from our website to yours.

For more information on becoming a WCEDP Partner,
visit www.wrightpartnership.org or contact our office
at 763-496-5632 today.


http://www.wrightpartnership.org/

Partner News
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WTCEO

THE CLASS TEACHES LEADERSHIP. ENCOURAGEMENT. CREATIVITY.

WCEDP continues to be a guiding force in the operation of the WTCEO
class which began its eleventh year in September with 23 students and
runs throughout the school year. This is our largest class yet.
Entrepreneurship education seeks to prepare our high school youth, to
be responsible, enterprising individuals who become entrepreneurs or
entrepreneurial thinkers and contribute to economic development and
sustainable communities. The WTCEO program is much more than a
textbook course. Rather, students are immersed in real life learning
experiences with the opportunity to take risks, manage the results, and
learn from the outcomes. Business and community support is growing
each year as they meet the kids and see the immeasurable benefits for
Wright County.

2025/2026 Students
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Class Visit with Class Visit with Brent Stromme; Class Visit with
Adam Eskova: Motivational & Keynote Speaker, Chelsie Schmid;
Forum Delano Business Coach, & Entrepreneur IntegriPrint

Thank You to Our Investors!

e Adventure Bowls * IntegriPrint o Paumen Computers

« Airlift Doors » Kid's Haven » Pellco Machine

» B&D Plumbing, Heating & A/C Inc. * Lake Central Bank » Pfeifer Property Management
» Bankwest e Levrg LLC (Radio-Active) » Roers Companies

» Bauer Design Build * Marksman Metal Co. » Schmidt Decorative Concrete
e Bolton & Menk, Inc. « MBFC e Thomes Insurance

o Calbrandt * Modern & Neighborly Properties LLC o Tuffy's

e CorTrust Bank + Monticello Lions » Ultra Machining Company

» Deerwood Bank » Morries Ford » Wright Hennepin Electric

« Grindstone Construction « North Risk Partners » Wright Technical Center

» Hanover Lions + North Star Pro Realty  WSB

» Huikko’s « Old National Bank o Xcel Energy

Thank You Mentors & Speakers!



What is CEO?

Wright Tech Member Districts

The Wright Tech CEO program
services eight member school districts
in both Wright and Sherburne Counties.

Creating Entrepreneurial Opportunities (CEO) is a class from
the Wright Technical Center for students who are interested
in starting their own business someday.

Some Highlights:

Students practice and develop people skills in a variety of
business settings.

Lessons aren't taught by teachers, but by local
entrepreneurs who share their business story and give
students advice for starting their own business.

The eight local districts include:
Buffalo

Annandale  Big Lake

&

Students tour local companies twice a week where they [EMCIEINCENSIONETelR:] NNl CRR:1C

can see firsthand what goes into running a business. I Waverly-Winsted m

Every student in the class writes a business plan and starts " (\(]

their own business with help from a local business mentor. Monticello St. Michael-
Albertville

) 'g

Host The CEO Class:

The CEO class meets at a different business every
quarter on days when they are not touring. If you

We Need Your Help! o

Be An Investor:

CEO is completely funded by investors who want to
give students this opportunity. Investors in CEO
contribute $1,000/year for three years. We seek to

AN

involve as many individuals, businesses, and
organizations as possible to ensure that students
are exposed to a wide variety of opportunities and
experiences. Our investors not only provide
funding, but also provide the core network of
resources.

Be A Sponsor:

Businesses or organizations that wish to financially
support CEO at a smaller level can choose to
become a sponsor.

Be A Mentor:

Investors, speakers, or supporters that wish to be
involved on a more personal level can sign up to be
a mentor. Each student will be paired with at least
one mentor. The mentor can provide advice and
insight as needed as well as serve as a gateway to
the expertise of the local business community.

Facilitator

have a meeting place that can hold up to 20
students, let us know. It needs to be available most
weekdays from 7:30-9:00AM and have wireless
internet.

Host A Class Tour Or Be A Guest Speaker:
Business tours and guest speakers are core to the
success of this class. They provide the knowledge
our students need to start and run a successful
business. In addition, these business leaders play
the critical rose of energizing and inspiring our
students!

What Do Students Think?

CEO students were given an anonymous survey
about the class:

100% of students see more opportunity in
their community because of the CEO class.

Mark was born into an entrepreneurial family and saw firsthand the ups and downs of owning a
business. When he started teaching after a career in the Ag Industry, he wanted all students to
have that exposure. CEO is making that happen!

He had this to say about CEOQ: | believe in the phrase “it takes a village to raise a child.” It's powerful
when local entrepreneurs are sitting down with students and talking to them not only about
business, but also the struggles of life, the rewards of putting yourself out there and the need to
work your tail off day-after-day-after-day if you really want to succeed. Please visit our online
calendar at WrightTechCEO.com and join us someday to see for yourself what an impact this class
is having on students.




Member Investor Information

WCEDP fulfills its mission by providing technical and financial assistance to
businesses in Wright County and those looking to locate in Wright County. The
Partnership also provides economic development assistance to the 16 communities
and 18 townships. WCEDP is a non-profit corporation financially supported by local
community governments, the county, and area businesses dedicated to supporting
and creating a sustainable economic profile in Wright County. We maintain a
powerful and resourceful website at www.wrightpartnership.org. Wright County, its
communities, and businesses are prepared for growth—we invite you to explore the
opportunity of working together with us to further our impact!
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New Partner Investors
Welcome! Contact Us: S
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Missy Meidinger, Executive Director
(0)763-496-5632
(C)612-283-0238

missym@wrightpartnership.org
www.wrightpartnerhsip.org



